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Jessica Chastain 
to Aaron Sorkin: 
Deal me in 


The actress played a winning hand 
for Molly’s Game, the debut director’s 
high-stakes poker drama. In Life 
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Harassment cases vex Congress 


More allegations expected, 
but no protocol in place 


Eliza Collins 
USA TODAY 


WASHINGTON - As allegations of 
sexual harassment and misconduct 
mount on Capitol Hill, it may seem as if 
congressional leaders are flying by the 
seats of their pants. That’s because, for 
the most part, they are. 

Leaders in both parties are scram- 
bling to get to the bottom of allegations 
on a case-by-case basis, even if that 
means urging members to step down 


before the Ethics Committee finishes an 
inquiry. 

While rumors swirl that dozens more 
allegations against members are com- 
ing, congressional leaders have no proc- 
ess in place for sniffing out allegations 
of wrongdoing on their own and handle 
accusations as they come. 

The Congressional Accountability 
Act, passed in 1995, outlined employee 
rights in Congress and created an inde- 
pendent office to handle disputes. But 
that office cannot investigate claims. 
Members are supposed to report mis- 
conduct to the Ethics Committee, which 
does have investigative power. 

Beyond filing the initial misconduct 


Food service sector leads 
in sex misconduct claims 


In the male-dominated industry, chefs 
have absolute power. In Money 


report, there isn’t a blueprint for how a 
congressional leader is supposed to 
handle sucha charge, particularly when 
many allegations are discovered 
through news reports. 

A USA TODAY survey of the congres- 
sional leadership offices found that al- 
though each office sees the Ethics Com- 
mittee as the ultimate jury, how a case 
makes it there varies. 


There’s a growing sense on Capitol 
Hill that more allegations are coming. 
House Speaker Paul Ryan and Minority 
Leader Nancy Pelosi have expanded the 
pool of members to serve essentially as 
the jury on ethics matters from 20 to 30. 
The group also expanded the number of 
female lawmakers. 

Ryan’s general counsel was ap- 
proached by a friend last month with 
allegations of what Ryan’s office de- 
scribed as “troubling behavior” by Rep. 
Trent Franks, R-Ariz., who was accused 
of discussing surrogate pregnancy with 
two staff members. 


See CONGRESS, Page 2A 
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McCain heads home, 
will miss tax bill vote 


Ailing senator willing to return to D.C. 
if his vote is needed to pass overhaul 


IN OPINION 


Ben Carson: Don’t 
ignore homelessness 


HUD secretary reminds Americans 
that homelessness knows no season 


IN SPORTS 


Steelers can’t hang on 
to beat New England 


Overturned TD catch, end zone 
interception clinch win for Patriots 
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of U.S. holiday 
shoppers plan to 
spend the same 


amount of money 
they did last year. 


SOURCE National Retail Federation survey of 
7,439 consumers 
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Mass protests have become tools for white nationalists. Protesters rally in 


Shelbyville, Tenn., in October. ANDREW NELLES/THE (NASHVILLE) TENNESSEAN 


Decades of pent-up 
anger feed white 
nationalist crusade 


Movement tailors tactics 
to a ripe political climate 


Trevor Hughes 
USA TODAY 


This summer’s seemingly overnight 
arrival of the self-described “alt-right” 
and white nationalist groups — 
marked most prominently by a deadly 
car attack at a “Unite the Right” rally in 
Charlottesville, Va., in August — drew 
worldwide headlines, but the move- 
ment simmered for decades before it 
burst into public view. 

Underlying that shift from society’s 
fringes to center stage is a new strate- 
gy that taps into the frustrations of 
white people angry at a society they 
say has marginalized them. 

President Trump’s election became 


a major rallying point for white nation- 
alists as the Republican repeatedly 
amplified some of their views in cam- 
paign rallies and tweets. 

“It just absolutely electrified this 
community,” said Keegan Hankes, an 
analyst for the Southern Poverty Law 
Center, which tracks hates groups, 
including the Ku Klux Klan. “They 
really felt like they had someone to 
rally behind.” 

The Charlottesville attack that 
heads to a grand jury Monday has done 
little to dim the movement. White na- 
tionalists have orchestrated contro- 
versial public appearances, fought and 
won high-profile legal battles with uni- 
versities and dominated the airwaves. 

Building on this newfound interest, 
white nationalists deployed tactics 


See MOVEMENT, Page 2A 


2017’s steady 
onslaught of 
disasters 
stretched 
FEMA to limit 


Rick Jervis 
USA TODAY 


George Haddow hasn’t worked for 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency in nearly two decades. So he 
was surprised to receive an email in 
September asking him to return to 
work on a 30-day assignment in one of 
the country’s multiple disaster zones. 

That marked the first time Haddow, 
a senior fellow with Tulane Univer- 
sity’s Disaster Resilience Leadership 
Academy, was solicited by FEMA since 
leaving, a move that underscores the 
measures the agency has taken to deal 
with this year’s onslaught of disasters. 

“Does FEMA have the capacity as it 
is formed and funded right now to deal 
with this type of disaster year?” said 
Haddow, who worked at FEMA as a 
White House liaison from 1993 to 2001 
and didn’t take the short-term assign- 
ment. “This year proves that it does 
not.” 

On many fronts, 2017 has been a 
record-setting year for disasters, in- 
cluding three major hurricanes strik- 
ing U.S. shores, widespread flooding 
and a slew of devastating wildfires. 
The hurricanes caused about $370 bil- 
lion in damages and about 250 deaths 


See FEMA, Page 2A 


Members of a FEMA disaster 
response task force gear up to search 
homes in flood-ravaged Puerto Rico 
on Sept. 23. RICK JERVIS/USA TODAY 
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